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the only process metallic colour system



Technical advantages

Save time!

• Produce the full MetalFX® range at high-speed
• MetalFX® colours take less time to cure than traditional metallics
• Outstanding results mean no need for a double hit

Save money!

• No need to invest in spot metallic inks for one-off jobs
• No wasted ink: simply save the MetalFX® Base for your next job
• MetalFX® is a cost effective alternative to expensive

foil-laminated substrates

Improve performance!

• MetalFX® inks have an increased tack level, meaning better trapping 
and less rub-off

• The overprinted CMYK acts as a sealer, reducing the need for a
sealer varnish

• MetalFX® colours can be accurately calculated and colours
will match every time

MetalFX® Explained

MetalFX® Technology is a revolutionary printing process that can be used
to produce hundreds of metallic colours in one pass of a five-colour press
(or two runs of a four colour press). This enables an unlimited choice of
metallic colours, without the expense of multiple spot inks.

The MetalFX® process metallic colour system requires only one extra ink.
The MetalFX® Base silver ink is the first colour to be used on the press,
with CMYK values then overprinted in the usual manner. The transparency
of the CMYK allows the high lustre MetalFX® Base silver ink to shine
through, creating a whole new spectrum of vibrant metallics.

MetalFX® is integrated throughout the production process, making the
technology inspiring to designers, economical for brand owners and easy
for printers. Metallics are no longer a high-end luxury, they are an integral
part of the print world. With MetalFX®, metallics are going mainstream.

MFX0552

MFX0078

MFX0010

MetalFX® colours encompass the entire colour spectrum, creating 104 million metallics.

MetalFX® and MFX® are registered trademarks of MetalFX® Technology Ltd.  MetalFX® is a patented technology.4

What is MetalFX®?



Designing with MetalFX®

MetalFX® and MFX® are registered trademarks of MetalFX® Technology Ltd.  MetalFX® is a patented technology.

Adding Shine to Design
MetalFX® allows graphic designers to practice their
art like never before. For the first time, designers
have the creative freedom to use as many metallic
colours as desired on packaging, advertising and other
printed media.

HUNDREDS OF METALLIC CHOICES...
ONE METALFX® KIT

The MetalFX® Design Kit enables designers to add
colour dimension and impact by integrating
hundreds of metallic colours and SpecialFX™
into artwork, in the knowledge that they can then be
printed easily and economically using only five inks.

“Take your artwork to another level
… Unparalleled metallic effects!”

(Computer Arts kit review)

MFX®

Software
CD ROM

MFX® User
Guide Booklet

MFX® Metallic
Swatch Book
(615 colours)

The MFX® Design Kit contains a MFX® Swatch book with 615 metallic
colours, printed with Standard and Premium Base silver ink. The kit also
includes a MFX® Software CD, which is compatible with both Mac and PC.
The software consists of Action Sets for Adobe Photoshop® and MFX®

Colour Palette plugins, compatible with Illustrator®, QuarkXpress™,
Photoshop® and all other industry standard software.
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Visualise Your Creativity Onscreen
MetalFX® have incorporated an amazing new print finish visualizer system
into its range of products. PrintDevizor is the only software of its kind.
On a Mac or PC you can realistically view standard print, special inks and
decorative finishes (foils, glitter, embossing etc.) onscreen in 3D
environments with true lighting conditions.

The MetalFX® PrintDevizor is an invaluable tool for anyone who
specifies, creates or sells anything using print effects and finishes. The tool
demonstrates the appearance of your metallic artwork when printed. View
HoloFX™ and LiteFX™ on a range of substrates just by using a MetalFX®

image from standard creative software, such as Photoshop®.

The MetalFX® PrintDevizor is a fantastic way to get your print ideas
across in pitches, presentations, websites and emails. You can use it to
create complex print models in just minutes, viewing your creations from
different angles and lighting conditions. It is then possible to output high
resolution images, animations and interactive QuickTime VR views to
communicate your ideas more effectively than ever before.

A MetalFX® package created onscreen showing metallic, instore visual representation and spot UV varnish.

A MetalFX® magazine cover brought to life onscreen.

NEW
BUY NOW

For more information on the MetalFX® PrintDevizor
please call MetalFX® Technology on +44 (0)1943 884888
or contact a MetalFX® distributor.
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MetalFX® are always looking into new ways of proofing the technology.
Please keep checking our website for further developments.

www.metal-fx.com

Mastering Metallics
MetalFX® revolutionises the proofing of metallics. For the first
time, the full spectrum of metallic colours can be proofed
- all at the same time.

Before MetalFX®, proofing had always been a problem with metallic
colours, often necessitating the need for outputting films and creating
cromalin proofs or wet proofing. MetalFX® has turned this around. It is
now possible to produce realistic metallic visuals using desktop proofers.
MetalFX® utilises the best digital proofing systems to accurately represent
the effects you would get on press.

The Kodak First Check Desktop proofer and Kodak Approval B2 proofing
devices are able to create all colours in the MetalFX® spectrum.

These proofing devices can be ICC profiled with colours from the
MetalFX® swatch book, giving accurate proofed results of all colours in the
colour guide. So now metallics can be achieved from proof to press - and
accurately controlled in a cost effective manner.

The MetalFX® approved proofing methods:
• Kodak Approval XP4 - contract quality proofer B2+

Technical advantages

• Produce realistic colour visuals and mock-ups
• Print on to a variety of substrates/final print stock
• Thermal dry printing technology using pigmented ribbons
• Easily check the integrity of each file well in advance of platemaking,

so cutting your waste, reducing costs and boosting productivity

MetalFX® Compatible Proofing Systems:
• Kodak First Check - desktop concept proofer A3+
• Kodak Approval - B2
• Latran Prediction®

• DuPont® Cromalin® - powder or laminate based
• PrintDevizor (see page 9)
• Wet Proofing
• OKI DP-7000
• Creo™ Spectrum™
• Fuji Finalproof

Proofing MetalFX®
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The MetalFX® Printing Process

MetalFX® Licensed Printers have exclusive access to this new metallic
colour spectrum. The system has been developed for ease of
implementation into any printer’s organisation. All that is required is the
MetalFX® Licence Package and the ability to print five colours.

Printing MetalFX® is very simple. MetalFX® Base silver ink is always layed
down first on the press, followed by the CMYK inks.

12345

Printing processes for MetalFX® Technology:

This image shows the 5 MetalFX®

channels; MFX® Base silver, cyan, magenta,
yellow and black 

1. MFX® - Base
2. Cyan (C)
3. Magenta (M)
4. Yellow (Y)
5. Black (K)

Technical advantages

• Unlimited metallics for the cost of only one additional spot colour
• Colour consistency from press to swatch books
• Reduced waste
• Increased tack between silver and CMYK means better colour

trapping
• CMYK when overprinted on top of the MetalFX® silver acts as a

sealer to the metallic
• Reducing the need for waterbased and UV sealers
• Spot 'on demand' silver printing - cost effective alternative to foil 

papers and boards

MetalFX® and MFX® are registered trademarks of MetalFX® Technology Ltd.  MetalFX® is a patented technology.

Printing MetalFX®
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MFX® black

MFX® magenta

MFX® Base silver *

MFX® cyan

MFX® yellow
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* MFX® Base gold will be launched in 2005 extending the colour gamut of
available MFX® colourways.
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Shark Tale Cake Box
Printed under licence by Fine Colour Packaging Limited

Artwork created by Greencore Cakes and Desserts. www.greencore.com
DreamWorks’ Shark Tale TM & © 2005 DreamWorks Animation L.L.C.

Max Havelaar Coffee Box
Printed under licence by Chromos BV, Netherlands

www.chromos.nl
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MetalFX® Gallery
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Rolls-Royce Phantom ‘Colour and Trim’ brochure
Printed under licence by Aldridge Print Group. www.apgprint.com
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Silver / Contrast Silver (R11) Tungsten / Contrast Tungsten (R14) Anthracite / Silver Sand (R10) Flagstone / Black Green (R15) Platinum / Titanium (R25)

E x t e r i o r  C o l o u r s

R o l l s - R o y c e  P h a n t o m

C o l o u r  a n d  T r i m

Fields of Bronze ZBAS135
Signed Limited Edition
Hand Embelllished Giclée
on Paper of 195 copies
Image Size 462mm x 596mm
Price £242 mounted inc. VAT
¤ Euro 288 mounted exc. VAT

Skies of Bronze ZBAS133
Seas of Bronze ZBAS134
Signed Limited Edition 
Hand Embellished Giclées
on Paper of 195 copies
Image Size 468mm x 405mm
Price £197 mounted inc. VAT
¤ Euro 276 mounted exc. VAT

Fields of Bronze

Skies of Bronze

Seas of Bronze

A d a m  B a r s b y

‘ I  a l w a y s  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  n a r r a t i v e
t h e m e  o f  m y  w o r k  p o r t r a y i n g  l i f e s
j o u r n e y  e n t h u s e s  m y  c o l l e c t o r s  a s
m u c h  a s  i t  e n t h u s e s  m e ’
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DeMontfort Fine Art Brochure
Printed under licence by Taylor Bloxham. www.taylorbloxham.co.uk

Passages of Time I ZCRO013
Passages of Time II ZCRO014
Signed Limited Edition Giclée on Paper of 195 copies
Image Size 355mm x 153mm
Price £75 mounted inc. VAT ¤ Euro 90 mounted exc. VAT

C y r i l  C r o u c h e r
Passages of Time II

‘ M y  i m a g e s  o f  a  w o r l d  o f  s h a d o w s  a n d  m y s -

t e r i o u s  p a s s a g e  w a y s  h a v e  a  t i m e l e s s  q u a l i t y

t h a t  h a s  b e e n  i n s p i r e d  b y  c o a s t a l  c u l t u r e

a n d  m y t h o l o g y ’

Passages of Time I

22
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390bhp. Supercharged. Blast off!390bhp. Supercharged. Blast off!
PATRIOTMISSILE
NEWRANGE ROVER SPORT

POWER 
& GLORY
ASTON
DBR9 GT
TARGETS
LEMANS 

POWER 
& GLORY

T h e  w o r l d ’ s  b e s t  c a r m a g a z i n e

5000 
MILES

INAROLLS!
THE GREATEST
DRIVE STORY

EVER TOLD

5000 
MILES

INAROLLS!
THE GREATEST
DRIVE STORY

EVER TOLD

5000 
MILES

INAROLLS!

Plus:New Ferrari Speedster +M5 v 911vAMG CLS
CARCAR

‘CAR’ magazine cover
Printed under licence by Greenshires Group Ltd. www.greenshires.com

‘Edge’ Magazine Cover
Printed under licence by Butler & Tanner. www.butlerandtanner.com

Inside: Japan & the joy of mechs

Previewed: Jade Empire, Deus Ex:

Invisible War, Full Spectrum Warrior

Reviewed: Broken Sword III,

Mario Kart: Double Dash!!, SWAT,

Prince of Persia, Metal Arms,

MoH: Rising Sun, Call of Duty

PS2 online troubles; ‘Famitsu’ mag

interview; The making of XCOM
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Rise of the robots
Edge primes itself for the robot revival
as Atari reveals Transformers Armada

Rise of the robots
Edge primes itself for the robot revival
as Atari reveals Transformers Armada

L A Y S T A T I O N I  P C  P L A Y S T A T I O N 2  I  G A M E C U B E  I  X B O X  I  G B A

www.edge-online.comThe future of electronic entertainment issue#131
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MetalFX® Gallery
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Don Johnston 2005 Catalogue Cover
Printed under licence by eDOC Communications. www.edocondemand.com

Diamond Portfolio™

Gemstone TM Port fol io  Series

HSBC Folder
Printed under licence by Colour Innovations Inc. www.colourinnovations.com
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Outstanding Achievement Gold
Winner 2004 Innovation Award 2003 - Highly Commended

Marketing Campaign of the Year
Winner 2004


